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the Supreme Free Agent; and of such a realm a miracle
is the natural production.

Two rationales of miracles thus present themselves
to our choice ; one more accommodating to the physical
imagination and easy to fall in with, on a level with
custom, common conceptions, and ordinary history, and
requiring no ascent of the mind to embrace, viz. the
solution of miracles as the growth of fancy and legend ;
the other requiring an ascent of the reason to embrace
it, viz. the rationale of the supremacy of a Personal Will
in nature. The one is the explanation to which we fall
when we dare not trust our reason, but mistake its in-
conceivable truths for sublime but unsubstantial visions ;
the other is that to which we rise when we dare trust our
reason, and the evidences which it lays before us of the
existence of a Personal Supreme Being.

The belief in a personal God thus bringing with it
the possibility of miracles, what reason then has to
judge is whether it can accept miracles as such, or any
set of miracles, as worthy of a reasonable conception
of the Divine Nature, and whether it can be fairly said
that such miracles have answered a purpose which
approves itself to our reason. Testimony will always
speak at a disadvantage till we are assured on these
points. Into the subject of testimony Mr. Mozley
enters only in a general way, though his remarks on
the relation of testimony to facts of so exceptional a
nature as miracles, and also on the distinct peculiarities
of Christian evidence as contrasted with the evidence
of all other classes of alleged miracles, are marked by
a characteristic combination of acuteness, precision,